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+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY
FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Dearest brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

It is a shared conviction that, in our time, the natural environment is threatened like
never before in the history of humankind. The magnitude of this threat becomes manifest in
the fact that what is at stake is not anymore the quality, but the preservation of life on our
planet. For the first time in history, man is capable of destroying the conditions of life on
earth. Nuclear weapons are the symbol of man’s Promethean titanism, the tangible expression
of the “complex of omnipotence” of the contemporary “man-god.”

In using the power that stems from science and technology, what is revealed today is
the ambivalence of man’s freedom. Science serves life; it contributes to progress, to
confronting illnesses and many conditions that were hitherto considered “fateful”; it creates
new positive perspectives for the future. However, at the same time, it provides man with all-
powerful means, whose misuse can be turned destructive. We are experiencing the unfolding
destruction of the natural environment, of biodiversity, of flora and fauna, of the pollution of
aquatic resources and the atmosphere, the progressing collapse of climate balance, as well as
other excesses of boundaries and measures in many dimensions of life. The Holy and Great
Council of the Orthodox Church (Crete, 2016) rightly and splendidly decreed that “scientific
knowledge does not mobilize the moral will of man, who knows the dangers but continues to
act as if he did not know.” (Encyclical, § 11)

It is apparent that the protection of the common good, of the integrity of the natural
environment, is the common responsibility of all inhabitants of the earth. The contemporary
categorical imperative for humankind is that we live without destroying the environment.
However, while on a personal level and on the level of many communities, groups,
movements and organizations, there is a demonstration of great sensitivity and ecological
responsibility, nations and economic agents are unable — in the name of geopolitical
ambitions and the “autonomy of the economy” — to adopt the correct decisions for the
protection of creation and instead cultivate the illusion that the pretended “global ecological
destruction” is an ideological fabrication of ecological movements and that the natural
environment has the power of renewing itself. Yet the crucial question remains: How much
longer will nature endure the fruitless discussions and consultations, as well as any further
delay in assuming decisive actions for its protection?

The fact that, during the period of the pandemic of the novel coronavirus Covid-19,
with the mandatory restrictions of movement, the shutdown of factories, and the
diminishment in industrial activity and production, we observed a reduction of pollution and
encumbrance of the atmosphere, has proved the anthropogenic nature of the contemporary
ecological crisis. It became once again clear that industry, the contemporary means of
transportation, the automobile and the airplane, the non-negotiable priority of economic
indicators and the like, negatively impact the environmental balance and that a change of
direction toward an ecological economy constitutes an unwavering necessity. There is no
genuine progress that is founded on the destruction of the natural environment. It is
inconceivable that we adopt economic decisions without also taking into account their
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ecological consequences. Economic development cannot remain a nightmare for ecology. We
are certain that there is an alternative way of economic structure and development besides the
economism and the orientation of economic activity toward the maximization of profiteering.
The future of humanity is not the homo economicus.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, which in recent decades has pioneered in the field of the
protection of the creation, will continue its ecological initiatives, the organization of
ecological conferences, the mobilization of its faithful and especially the youth, the
promotion of the environment’s protection as a fundamental subject for interreligious
dialogue and the common initiatives of religions, the contacts with political leaders and
institutions, the cooperation with environmental organizations and ecological movements. It
is evident that the collaboration for the protection of the environment creates additional
avenues of communication and possibilities for new common actions.

We repeat that the environmental activities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate are an
extension of its ecclesiological self-consciousness and do not comprise a simple
circumstantial reaction to a new phenomenon. The very life of the Church is an applied
ecology. The sacraments of the Church, its entire life of worship, its asceticism and
communal life, the daily life of its faithful, express and generate the deepest respect for
creation. The ecological sensitivity of Orthodoxy was not created by but emerged from the
contemporary environmental crisis. The struggle for the protection of creation is a central
dimension of our faith. Respect for the environment is an act of doxology of God’s name,
while the destruction of creation is an offense against the Creator, entirely irreconcilable with
the basic tenets of Christian theology.

Most honorable brothers and dearly beloved children,

The ecofriendly values of the Orthodox tradition, the precious legacy of the Fathers,
constitute an embankment against the culture, whose axiological foundation is the domination
of man over nature. Faith in Christ inspires and strengthens the human endeavor even before
the immense challenges. From the perspective of faith, we are able to discover and assess not
only the problematic dimensions, but also the positive possibilities and prospects of
contemporary civilization. We call upon Orthodox young men and women to realize the
significance of living as faithful Christians and contemporary people. Faith in the eternal
destiny of man strengthens our witness in the world.

In this spirit, from the Phanar, we wish all of you a propitious and all-blessed new
ecclesiastical year, fruitful in Christ-like deeds, for the benefit of all creation and to the glory
of the all-wise Creator of all. And we invoke upon you, through the intercessions of the All-
Holy Theotokos, the Pammakaristos, the grace and mercy of the God of wonders.

September 1, 2020
+Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQuOEOY APXIEITIEKOITOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQX
NEAX POMHZXE KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHZX
I[TANTI TQTTAHPOMATI THY. EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
I[TAPA TOY AHMIOYPTOY ITAXHY THY KTIZEQX
KYPIOY KAI @EOY KAI XQTHPOX HMON IHXOY XPIXTOY

ITooo@Aelc adeAgot tepapxat kat Téxva év Kuplw dyannta,

AmoteAel kownv memolOnowy, OtL &g TV EMOXNV HAS TO QUOLKOV
neQIBAAAOV amedettal ooV moTé dAAAOTE €ig TV lotogiav TG dvOowmndtntoc. To
néyeBog g amelAng anokaAvtteTal eig TO Yeyovog OtL 10 dakvBevpa dév eivat
iAoV 1] ToloTNg ¢ Cwng, AAAG 1] dDLATNENOIC AVTNG ELG TOV TTAAVITNV HaG. Ak
TIOWTNV POQAYV €IS TNV loToglary, 0 dAvOpwmog dvvatal VA KataoTteén Tovg 6poug
¢ Cwng &mt g yne. Ta muonvued 0mAa etvat 16 oOpBoAov Tov TEopNOeikov
TITAVIOUOD TOV AvOQWTIOU, ATITH €KPOATIS TOV «OUUTIAEYHUATOS TAVTOOUVAIAG»
TOL OUYXQOVOL «avORWToOe0L».

Eic v xonow g mnyalovong €k g EmMoT)Une Kal e texvoAoylag
loxV0og, amokaAvTTETAL ONIHEQOV 1] Ap@LoUia TS éAgvBegiag ToL avOowmov. H
¢rotun vnneetel ™V Cwnv, oLUPAAAEL elg TV TTEOODOV, EIG TV AVTIUETWTOLY
TV A00EVEIWV Kal TOAAQV KATAOTATEWV at OTtolat €é0ewovvto HéXOL O1jHEQOV
«uopalay, dnuovEyel véag Oetikdg mEoomTikAg Ok t0  péAAov. ‘Ouwg,
TAVTOXEOVWS, dWdeL €lg TOV AvOpwmov mavioxvoa Héor, 1] KAKY XONOS TQV
omolwv dvvatar v& AamoPn kataotEo@iky. Blovuev v €€eAilcoopévny
KATAOTQOPNV TOL QUOLKOL TteQIBAAAOVTOG, TG PLOTOKIAOTNTOS, TNG XAWELdOC
Kkal TG mavidog, TV EUTIAVOLY TV VOATIVWV TIORWV Kal TN ATHOOPAiAS, TV
TIEOLOVOAY AVATQOTINV TNG KALUATIKNG loogpoTiag kal dAAag vmepPdoels OQlwv
Kal Hétowv el MOAAAG daotdoelg ¢ Cwnc. OpBwg kat MEooPLWS ATte@AVON 1)
Ayia kal MeydAn Zovodog g OpBoddov ExxkAnoilac (Kontn 2016), OtL «1
ETUOTNHOVIKY YV@OLS dév kivnromotet v NOwrv PovAnowv tov avOpwnov, 6
OTIOl0G, KAlTtol YvweILleL ToUG KvdUVOULGS, ouveXICeL VA& & g €AV déV EYvaLiev»
(EyxvxAiog, § 11).

Etvat mpogavég o6tL 1] mpootaociax toL kOwoL ayafov, ToL dkeQalov
PLOKOV TEPBAAAOVTOC, elval kowvn evOUVN OAwv TtV katolkwv g yns. H
oUYX00VOG KATIYOQIKT] TIQOOTAKTIKT] Ol TV &AvOQwmoTtnTa elvat va Cwpev Xwolg
V& KataotEéPwiey 10 meQPAAAoV. Evew OpwG €lg MEoowTikov Emimedov Kol &To
TOAALG KOWOTNTAG, OUADAC, KIVIUATA Kol 0QYOVWOELS ETMIDEKVVETAL HUEYAAN
evaoOnola kat oikoAoyikn] e0OVVN, T& KEATN Kal Ol OIKOVOULKOL TTAQAYOVTEG
AdDLVATOLY, €V OVOUATL YEWTOALTIKWV OXEOAOUWY Kal ¢ «idlovoulag Tng
olkovoulag», va A&Pouvv Tag 000G dmoAacels dx TV TRooTAciay NG KTioewg
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Kkal KaAAtegyovv v Pevdatobnowy Ot td mepl «maykooplov OlKOAOYIKTG
KATAOTQOPNG» elval DEOAOYNHUA TWV OKOAOYIKQOV KIVIUATWV Kol OTL TO QUOLKOV
meQIBAAAOV ExeL TV dUVAULY V& avavewveTal g’ éorvtov. To kolowov épwtnua,
Ouwe, mapapéver: Iooov O& avOEEN 1] PUOIS TAS AKkAETOVS CLINTNOELS Kal TAg
duxokéPelg, ™V mepaltéow kabvotéonowv eig TV AVAANPLY ATTOPATIOTIKOV
dpaoewv d TV mEooTaoiav ng;

Té yeyovog 6Tt kata v didokelav NG MavONUIAG TOLU VEOL KOQWVOLOL
Covid-19, pé tév EmPANOévta mMeQLOQOUOV TV HETAKIVIOEWV, TO KAelOWOV
¢oyootaciwyv kal v pelwoty TG BLOPNXAVIKNG dQOTNELOTNTOS Kal TTaporywyng,
naEeTNENON pelwolgs Twv ELUMWV Kal g EmBagvvoews TG ATHOOPAloaS,
aTtédelée TOV AVOQWTIOYEV XAXQAKTNQX TNS OUYXQOVOU OLKOAOYIKNG KQIOEWG.
Kartéotn) ex véov oagéc 6t 1) Prounxavia, 6 ovyxoovog ToOT0S HETAKIVIOEWS, TO
avtokivntov Kat 1o A&eQOTAAVOV, 1] ADATIQAYUATELTOS TQEOTEQALOTNG TWV
OWKOVOUIKWV  OelKT@wV kal AdAAax  ovvaer), émmoealovv  AQVNTIKWG — THV
negBaAdovTikrv toogpomiav kal 0Tt 11 dAAayr) mogelag TEOg TV KatevOLVOLY
HLXG OLKOAOYIKNG OlKOVOopiag amoteAel adnprtov avaykoaotnta. Aév OmapxeL
aAnNOng mEoodog, M oOmola otnolleTal €ig TV KATAOTQOPTV TOL (QUOLKOD
neglBdAAovtog. Eivar adixvontov va AapPavwvtal oKovopkal Amo@aoelg
Xwic va& ovvuvmoAoyllwvtat at owoAoywal émumtwoelg twv. H olkovouk)
AVATITUELS OV elval DLVATOV VA& TTAQAMEVT) EPLAATNG Ok Tr)v oikoAoyiav. EipeOa
BéBator Ot Vmagxer EvaAAaxTikr) 000G OIKOVOUIKNG  0QYAvwoews Kol
Aavantoéews E€vavil TOU  OWKOVOUIOMOU Kal TOU  TQOCAVATOALOHOU  THG
OIKOVOULKTG dQATTNELOTITOGC €IS THV HEYLOTOTIOM O TS kepdooping. TO néAAov
¢ &vOpwmoTNTOog d€V elvat 6 homo oeconomicus.

To6 Otkovpevucov Iatoixpxeiov, TO OMOLOV KATA TAS TeAevTaiag dekaeTiag
TEWTOOTATEL €I TOV XWQEOV TNG TROOTAOIAG TNe ktioews, O& ovvexilon tdg
OIKOAOYIKAC TOL TMEWTOBOVAIAG, THV 00YAVWOLV OIKOAOYIKWY oLVEdQlWY, TV
KLV TOTIOMOV TV TIOTOV K&l MEWTIOTWS TS veoAalag, TNV avadel&v g
npootaoiag tov TeQBAAAOVTOG €ig Packov Oépa ToL dBEnokelrkoL dlaxAdyov
Kal TV KOV MEWTOPROVAIWV Twv Oonokewwyv, Tag ema@Aac pé TMOALTIKOUG
Nyétag wkal Oeopovg, v ovvepyaoiov pé TeQPAAAOVTIKAG OQYAVWOELS Kol
otkoAoywd kvnuata. Etvat moopavég dtL 1] ovpumealic did v mpootaoiov tov
meQIBAAAOVTOG dnHIoVEYEL dXVAOLG €mikovwviag kal duvvatdtntag Ok véag
KOLVAG dQAOELG.

Enavalappdvopev, 6tL at meptpaArlovtikat dpaotnootnteg tov Olkovple-
vikoU Iatouxpyelov eival mEOEKTAOIS TNG EKKANOTLOAOYIKNG AVTOOLVELONOLAS TOV
KAl 0év ATOTEAOVV ATIAQGC TEQLOTATIAKN Y AVTdPaOLY €lg £€v véov @atvouevov. H
i 1 Con e ExxkAnolag etvatr épnopoopévn oikoAoyia. Ta pvotrow g
ExxAnotac, ovvodog 1 Aatgevtikr] Cwn), 6 ACKNTIOUOC KAl O KOLWOTIOUOGS, 1)
KaONUeQVOTNG TV TUOTWYV, €KPEALOLV Kal magdyovv Pabdvtatov oePacuov
meog v ktiow. H oikoAoywkn evatoOnoia tng Ogbodoling dév édnuioveynon,
AAA& dvedelxOn amo v ovyxeovov meotpaAdovtiknv kolow. O aywv dk v
noootaciay TG ONUoLEYlaG elval KevtowKr) dlaxotaols Tne miotews pac. O
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oePaopog ToL TEQPBAAAOVTOS elval EUmEaKTOg dOEOAOYIX TOL OVOUATOG TOL
B0, &V 1) KATAOTEOPT] TG KTioews eival EOoBoAT) oL Anpiovyov, OAwS
AoVUPATOS pé TAG BAOKAC TTAQAdOXAS TNG XOLOTLAVIKT|G OgoAoylac.

Twuwtator adeAgol katl mpoopréotata téxkva,

At otkopAikatl aélat tng OpBodofov mapadodoews, 1] TOAVTIHOS TTAQAKATA-
ONkn tov Iatéowv, amoteAovv AvaAxwHa KATA TG KOLVATOVQAS, AEL0AOYIKN
Bdoic ¢ omolag etvat 1) kvolxpxior ToL avOpwTov el ¢ pvoews. H mloTic elg
Xowotév eumvéel kal évioxvel ™y avOpwmnivnv mpoomdOelav évwmiov kal v
ueytotwv  duvokoAwwv. Ymo 10 mEOpa G miotewg, duvapeba  va
AVAKAAVTITWHEY Kal V& dEoAoywuev OxL HOVOV TAG TQOPANUATIKASC TITLUXAS,
AAAQ Kal Tae Oetikdg dLVATOTNTAG Kal TIROOTITIKASG TOV OUYXQOVOL TIOALTIOHOV.
KaAovpev tovg 0000d6Eoug véoug kal Tde VéEag VA OLVENTOTOW|OOLY TV
onpaoiav tov v& Covv wg moTol xootiavol kal ovyxpovot avOowrot. 'H miotic
elg TOV alviov TEOORLOUOV TOU AvOQWTOL KQATVUVEL THV HAQTLRIAV HAC €V TQ
KOO .

Ev 10 mvedpatt tovtw, evxodpevol ¢k Pavaglov maoty VULV aloov kal
TAVTEVAOYNTOV  TO VEOV EKKANOWOoTIKOV  €T0C, KAQTOTOKOV  &lg  €Qya
XolwotomEenn, € ayabw TN¢ ktioews OANG kal mEOg dOEav TOL TIAVOOEPOL
ITontov TV anaviwy, énkalovpeda ép’ uac, mpeoPeiaig e Iavaylag g
INappaka-piotov, TV Xdowv kal t0 éAeog ToL OeoL TV Bavuaociwv.

P LemrepPolov o
‘O KwvotavtivourtdoAewg
dLamLEOG MEOC OOV £VXETNG TTAVTWY VHWV



